[image: image1.png]Thornton, Creek Project

discovery + linking * community




2005-2006 Land and Water Testimonials
[image: image2.jpg]


Dear Linda,

   

Wow!  You do an excellent job, I was very impressed.  

I observed that you ran a very well-planned program.  I felt the time was very well-structured.  

The children arrived with clipboards with the questions for the day on them, and the consistent way you had the kids read the questions, which were well-integrated into the activities, kept them focused and learning.  I liked how they had enough time to think about what they were learning.  

At least four times during the day, students were comfortably seated, pencil and paper ready, with a significant question to struggle with, and they were very-much engaged. This was valuable thinking time - Top Notch Learning Time!!  

    

I saw no wasted time.  I observed students on task about 90% of the time, which is phenomenal!
I especially liked how you had chosen a few very important concepts, and spent enough time to explain them clearly.
  

I am very inspired to improve my program using techniques I learned from you.
Thanks again for taking time with me, and allowing me to observe the 3 and 1/2 hour class at Thornton Creek and Meadowbrook Community Center.
I hope to meet with you again soon.
Nancy Scoles
Outdoor Classroom Teacher, Maxwelton Salmon Adventure
Whidbey Island

April 5, 2006

Linda, 
I appreciate your comments on the updates for the Macroinvertebrates Station. 
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It keeps slipping my mind to mention that I found your workshop for volunteers to be the equivalent (actually better!) of many for credit classes that I have attended as a teacher. I think the students (volunteers) had a fantastic opportunity to be exposed to the philosophy of inquiry learning and hands on applications with guided observation. Your presentation on site modeled good teaching, showing, as opposed to telling, how to present and deal with logistics, etc. Most education courses aren't doing that. I've had graduate students several times in recent years who complained about this lack in their training. 

So, more kudos and ditto to what Nancy said. I have appreciated seeing and participating in the delivery end of Homewaters. 

Sue Stillman
Retired Teacher/Homewaters BoardMember/
Land and Water Volunteer 2005-2006 

April 8, 2006
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